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Goal of 8th Grade Family Meeting  

Breakthrough’s Mission: The mission of Breakthrough Kent Denver is two-fold:
First, to increase the educational and social opportunities of motivated, under-
resourced, middle and high school students through a quality year-round 
program, and second, to motivate and train talented high school and college 
students for careers in education.

Goal: Familiarize 8th grade students and families with the various types of high 
schools available throughout the Denver metro area, and support them in finding 
schools that are best suited for their individual interests and needs.



Importance of 8th Grade Family Meeting  
• Though the college-bound process begins in middle school, high 

school is what really matters to colleges! They take into account 
students’ grades, test scores, course loads, extracurricular activities, 
volunteer and job experiences, and awards from all four years of 
high school.

• Finding a high school that is best for your student will help ensure 
their future success!

• The time to choose a high school is NOW! The high school selection 
process typically ends by late January or early February. Many 
families wait until it’s too late for their student to get into their high 
school of choice for the upcoming school year. 



High School Selection Guide 2021-2022

• The High School Selection Guide will be emailed to all 8th grade families on 
Monday, November 1. If you do not receive an email, please contact me as 
soon as possible!

pgroves@breakthrough.kentdenver.org or 720-225-8997 

• You can also find the High School Selection Guide on the Breakthrough website. 

www.breakthroughdenver.org à Students à Current Students à 8th Grade 
High School Selection

mailto:pgroves@breakthrough.kentdenver.org
http://www.breakthroughdenver.org/


8th Grade Parent Meeting Agenda 

• Review general high school characteristics based on high 
school type. 

• Highlight major pieces of information found in the High 
School Selection Guide and how to use it.

• Overview of the DPS SchoolChoice process and the 
application processes for independent and parochial 
schools.
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Charter/Magnet School 
Characteristics Pg. 4



Independent School 
Characteristics Pg. 4



Parochial School Characteristics Pg. 4



Important Note About Independent/Parochial Schools

• If you and your student are interested in applying to an independent and/or 
parochial school (for example, Kent Denver or Regis Jesuit), please set up a 
time to talk with me! 

• Though independent and parochial schools have many great things to offer, 
their application processes have many steps and strict timelines, and may be 
overwhelming at times.

• I would love to support your family by discussing the application process in 
detail, as well as financial aid and the potential demands these schools may 
have of your family.
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Helpful Tips  
1. Read the portion of the High School Selection that pertains to you carefully and 

click the links to find additional resources

2. Keep track of required materials (ex. letters of recommendation for independent 
schools) and application timelines (ex. DPS SchoolChoice closes on February 15, 
2022 at 4 pm)

3. DPS schools marked with a red asterisk (*) have separate applications and/or 
additional application requirements

4. Regardless of school type or district, always check school websites for information 
and updates, and feel free to call schools to ask questions



DPS SchoolChoice / EscojoMiEscuela de DPS
• DPS SchoolChoice video

• The DPS SchoolChoice process is for students who want to go to a high school that is not their 
neighborhood or boundary school AND for students who live in an enrollment zone

• DPS students who want to attend their neighborhood or boundary high school do not need to 
complete a SchoolChoice application — all they need to do is register with their high school 
before the start of the 2022-2023 school year

• You can list up to 12 schools on your application (in order of preference!)

• Round 1 if SchoolChoice for the 2022-2023 school year opens on January 14, 2022 at 8 am and 
closes on February 15, 2022 at 4 pm. All applications must be submitted by 4 pm on February 
15!

• You will receive your school assignment by late March 2022. Once you’ve received your 
assignment, contact your school to register for the 2022-2023 school year.

https://vimeo.com/246281569


DPS School Finder
• DPS School Finder

• First Example: 2960 Speer Blvd. à Neighborhood High School = North High School

Ø Students are guaranteed a spot in their neighborhood or boundary high school!

Ø If student wants to go to their neighborhood high school, they DO NOT need to 
complete a SchoolChoice application

Ø If not, they DO need to complete an account at SchoolChoice.dpsk12.org and apply 
(you can list up to 12 schools in order of preference) 

• Second Example: 4800 Telluride St. à Student Lives in an Enrollment Zone

Ø Students are guaranteed a spot in ONE of the high schools in their enrollment zone

Ø Students in enrollment zones MUST complete a SchoolChoice application

https://dps.schoolmint.net/school-finder/home


Independent and Parochial School Applications
Late October/Early November 2021 à Talk to the College Bound Coordinator about your interest in 
independent and/or parochial schools!

Late October/Early November 2021 à Visit school websites and/or call their admissions offices to 
learn about tour, student shadow, and open house opportunities (due to COVID-19, in-person 
opportunities may not be offered for the 2021-2022 school year).

Late October/Early November 2021 à Visit school websites and make a list of all application 
requirements and deadlines!

Late October/Early November 2021 à If applicable, complete an Inquiry Form and create an online 
application portal.

November 2021 à If applicable, schedule a parent, student, and/or family interview.

November 2021 à Depending on your school’s timeline, start and/or complete the application!



Independent and Parochial School Applications Cont.

Late November/Early December 2021 à Schedule a time to take the standardized test required by 
your school (High School Placement Test, ISEE, or SSAT).

*Note: Some schools have changed their standardized test requirements due to COVID. Please 
check school websites and/or call their admissions offices to learn more about test requirements. 

December 2021 à Depending on your school’s timeline, start and/or complete the financial aid 
application!

December 2021 à Applications for parochial schools are due!

January 2022 à Applications for independent schools (Kent Denver and Colorado Academy) are 
due!

Late January/Early February 2022 à Financial aid applications for independent schools are due! 



Conclusion, Questions, and Sharing
•We value the knowledge and experience that our students’ parents/guardians already 

have — if you’d like to share any advice with the community, please feel free to do so!

• This is a lot of information, which is why the remainder of the time is for families to use 
Chromebooks to scroll through the High School Selection Guide and ask any questions. 

¡También puedo contestar preguntas en español!

• This is just the beginning of the process, and Breakthrough is here as a support system 
every step of the way. Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns:

pgroves@breakthrough.kentdenver.org or 720-225-8997 

mailto:pgroves@breakthrough.kentdenver.org

